; The Gzeat and Popular 
 OBJEGTION 


em Againſt the Repeal of the 


| Laws and Teſts 


"© BRIEFLY 


I X I ; | » 

K+. | WHICH : : 

6 May __ for _— to ſeveral late PA \ I 

; PHLET'S upon that Subjet I 
PON TAAT 9Y2Je Coxrany | 


3 


© B andTefs (and which ſo many give for the Reaſon of their diſlike to the 
= MJ Liberty that is ſought by it)were indeed ſoTerrible as they are induſtriouſly 
Mo repreſented,l ſhould readily fall in with the common Jealonfie, and help to 
© -auginent the* number of theſe that are for their Continuancez but when I con- 
*” fider how long our Government was Happy without Them, how much of Heas 
” "and Partiality prevail'd in their Conſtitution,and how troubleſome and impratiicabe 
& "their Execution are, and that, in our preſqat CircumfRtances, They appear a 
= plain Barricre to our Happineſs, inftead of a Buiwark to our Religion, 1 cannot 
"Mk Nat lament the misfortune of the Pablick, that thoſe Geatlemen are yet under 
* the fatal miſtake of thinking Them neceſſary to oar Sat-ty, That with more 
=, Rexſon and Charity, in my opinion, ſhouli Exdraveur ro /<v8 x8 from ©: Incon- 
© yenicnces of therm. Ee oats 
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For the Queſtion being gain'd againſt Coertion in Religion, and the impiefy 
and impolicy of Perſecution, agreed on all Hands, al that is faid by the mc 
averſe to the extent of the Repeal aeſired, illucs here, 1} the Papilſts ſhould happen 
r0 bave Power or Eaſe, they are ſure to uſe it to the Prejuazee of the Reft, and therefore 
5t is the Intereſt of the reſt ro oppoſe all their attempts to get it. Tie Conſequence 
of which is this, It were berter the Power of Perſecntion reſted where 1t 15, then to come 
into hands that wonld nſe it more Rigorouſly. I fay, All Arts and Rhetorical Decla- 
mations ſet aſide, This is the Center and Subſtance of all that's ſaid,by Any Body, 
againſt the Repeal of the Penal Laws, and more eſpecially the 74ſts: And to 
this I would modeſtly offer what follows. 

I can by no means Iimagin there ſhould be ſo mach Danger where there is ſo 
little Truſt : indeed xone: And where one dors not T745t one cannot be De- 
ceived: Now there is no Trast, where there is a Law that puts all Parties out of 
the Poxer of ene another : For theretore is a Law celtred, that the hazard of 
Truiting may be be out of Doors: And as this Law may be frawd, I humbly 
conceive, it will not be izpoſlibleto ſecure every Party from the bigottry 
of tke eſt, elſe, I muſt ackaowledge, nothing will ſave us from the miſchief of 
Relipſes. And whatever may be ſaid againſt a Legal Security now, is as ſtrong 
and reaſonable againft the hopes of any, whoever has the Chair : For Awbirjor, 
vie ſee, is but too apt to creep 1ato ail Parties, and Worldly Dominion has been 
an old and powerial Bate: If Law cannot ſecure us againt it, we fhall ever 
be to ſeek for the aſſurance we delire in this World. Ir will yet be ſaid, The 
the beft Law Men can make, u nothing without Execution, and That being jn the 
Power of Thoſe whoſe Principles or Ixterests may lead them to Evade or Pervert it, the 
Jnſ.curity is the ſame ; yet with their leave that think fo, it is one thing to diſperce 
with a Fenal Lavr againft a thing, mot evil in it ſelf, and another to violate a Law 
ef common Right and Safety, which « evil in it ſelf for this were both to Re- 
peal and Make Laws without a Parliament, which the Tadges of no Raign have 
ever attempted t& deliver for Law. 

If the Law propos'd, Repeal Penal Laws for Religion (and ſurely tis pro- 
pos'd for that end) the Prince of himſelf carne: Enatt a Penal Law to hurt a 
bedy, whatever be his Religion, and we. are ſo far ſafe from the AL;/echief of 
Perſecution, tho our ſecurity went no farther. * But that we ſhould be ef ſafe, 
becauſe the Kins we ſo much Fear, is ready to Corſet ro a GREAT CHAR- 
TER, for Liberty of Conſcience, by which it ſhall be Declared che RIGHT of 
Menkiud to male a free and ojen choice and profeſſion of Faith and Worſhip towards 
G OD, and that any Conſtraint or Interruption upon that Freedom, 1s Impiety, 
and an Evil i it ſelf, and that Law, therefore 1nai/penſible, Is, I muſt confeſs, 
a Notion very Extraordinary. However, It is not hard to Execute a Law, 
when it is beſt Executed by doirg nothing, for letting Men alone complies beſt 
with ſuch an One, and the Common Law ſecures them, as well as this, from 
thoſe that medle with them. ; 
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I know it is further Objefted, That the thi were done it whuld not veſt reve, A 
Parliament might quickly be Packt to overthrow this Eftabliſhment, and then we ſhowtd 
be all Ruin*d ; for we ſhould nor only have Laws of the ſeverest Nature, but force to e:x- 
ecxte them. But as Grave as the Objeftion looks, permit me to ſay, there is 
more of Art then Truth or Force in it: For don't we ſee that Warers are every 
where laying by the preſent Enemies of Liberty, That the King cant, even with 
the help of his Diſſenters, get a Parliament that will Repeal the Penal Laws and Tefts, 
and yet that they ſhould pretend to fear he may ger Oze to Repeal Liberty of 
Conſcience, and Enact the Bloodieft Laws in licu of it (to which to be ſure the 
Diſſenters will reyer aſli#) is a contradiction, like that of Afagnifying the Pre- 
rogative, and Rayling at the Declaration, Crying down Common Wealths Men, 
and Oppoſing the Monarchy conſtantly with their Arguments ; Fighting againſt the 
diftinftion of the Natural and Political Capacity of. the King, and making it 
every day to ſerve their ewn turn, and upon the worſt terms too, Perſecution, 1 
mean. Put waving the Zumour, let us examine the Fear : In my opinion tis 
Groundleſs ; for ſince their Maſter-piece, the Letter to a Diſſenter tells us, That 
there can be ns danger of the Bet, where the Odds are ſo great as Two Hundred to One, 
we muſt conclude that Objection 1s of no weight againſt our Liberty : For 
Number being the IVatural Power of a Kingdom, the Artificial (which is the 
Executive part of the Government) mult needs move heavily and dangerouſly when 
it works againft it. | 

But if a Law be no ſecurity, becauſe of the fear of a Packt Parliament, and 
\ Forec to back it, what ſecurity, after all, can the Penal Sratutes and Tefts be ? are 
they any more then Law ? If it be ſaid, they cantion and awe the Reman Catholics. 
I ſay the Violation of a Great Charter for Liberty of Conſcience will do it much 
more, becauſe the Penalty may be Greater, and better fix*t and applyed. And 
ſince we only fear the Repeal of the One by a Packt Parliament, as well as the 
Other,th= Authority which aboliſhes either,  cqually Invalid, and therefore the 
Cation and Fear of Violating the one, muſt needs be as Great as of Overthrow- 
ing the other.. : ; 

This would be leſs difficult to us to apprehend, If we made the equal RefleQtions 
that become our preſcht Condition. We look on France till we frighten our ſelves 
from the beſt means of our worllly Happinefs, but will not look at home upon 
greater Cruelties, if we conſider Theirs were exerciſed againſt thoſe of another 
Religion, but Ours upon the People of our own ; the when we obſerve their 
Condu®t elſewhere, it it caſie to ſee, it muſt have ſomething very particular in it. 
But at the ſime time we will take no notice of the greate{t Tranquility in Germany 
and Switzerland under a compleat Liberty. | 

Is this any thing but the Fruit of Law, The Agreement of Princes and States, 
The Great Charter of thoſe Countries inviolably kept theſe forty yewrs, The Thing 
his Majeſty, with ſo much Zeal and Goodneſs preſſes to eftablifh in his Dominions ? 
*Vhy then may not that be done here that has been ſo happily acted elſewhere ? 
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(4) 
reater ? Orare our Numbers more danz2rouſly unequal, that we dare not truſt. 
2 Lav that others in our very Circumſtznces are ſo happy under ? They don't 
only endure one anothers Religion, but rake their Turns the ſame Days in the 
ſame Churches or Places fer Diviie Worſhip; and will not the ſame Kingdom 
ſerve us ? we muſt then have the worit of Natures, or be the worſe for our Reli- 
gion. And tho many good reaſons have been given, and may be elſewhere in 
_ evidence of this Noricn, | will ventnre to offer a few at this time that never ſaw 
Light yet, that | know of, -:;i! which may happen to. give ſome, to thoſe that 
labour under the disbelicr of it. 

I fay then, aGREAT CHARTER far Liberty of Conſcience, to be made 
and kept, is not 6nly the trne Intereſt of the Roman Catholicks, but they tink ſo, 


becauſe they muſt think jo : Tor if the Deſtruction of Proteſtancy, by a way of Vis-. 


lence, had been their Projctt, as much as 1t 1s our Fear, they had but one way in 
the World to have brought ir to paſs, and that was, to bave made the utmoſt uſe of 
the Church of Englands Penal Laws, which they found ready to their Hands, for the 
Deſtrutiis1,of the Proteſtant Difſenters, and to which ſhe conld not refuſe her aſſiſtance, 
- wpon her principles of Obeaicnce, if there were no Inclination left in her to that Fierce and 
Irbumane chaſe. By this, one Party of Proteſtants, kad been eafily made the Means 
of the others Extirpation, and how far Pleajures, Honours, Offices and Fear would 
have gone to have made an entire Conqueſt, eafie upon her, is not the hardeſt 
thing in the World to apprehend, whea the Bodies of her Diſſenters had been 
thus cruelly dſſo!ved by her. And if this have any ſenſe in it, we muſt conclude, 
that del.wering one Party of Proteſtants from the Rage and Power of the other, 
cannot be a way to bring in Popery. I own, it may aftee the preſent Eceleſraſti- 
ral Policy of the Church of England, but I never took that for Proteſtancy : On 
- the contrary, it has evidently weaken'd the beetter part of the Proteſtant Intereſt 
in General, in thee Kingdoms, ever ſince the Reformation. But beſides this, 
Pris one thing to Conſtrain a Law from the Prince, and another to have it oferd 
by the Prince: The one,' to be ſure, he thinks againſt his Intereſt, and the other 
he takes to be as certainly for it. And if he thinks it is his Intereſt to preſerve 
ſuch a Law, weare ſure of our Safety by it. That which moves him to it, muſt 
oblige him to maintaun it 5 and if-ke does not heartily intend to ſupport this Li- 
berty, his giving it, muſt needs increaſe the Power and Intereſt he would ſup- 
preſs: An Frror too groſs to be made with ſo much Preparation and Art. Nor 
15 this all, in my opinion it is much more reaſonable to believe that a Law for Li- 
berty of Conſcience ſhould perſerve us again the thing we apprehend ſo much, 
viz. Popcry, becauſe 'tis eafier to fall from one Exrream to another, then from a 
Aean toaExtream : And 'tis certain, there are more Parties concern'd to ſy ”» 
poft ſuch a Law for Liberty, then to maintain thoſe of Severity ; for the Church 


of England only appears to uphold theſe, bur all Parties beſides agree to maint:in- 
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ters frem the Church of F:7lazs, to be ſure thy carrot think it faſe to unite Them : 
They have divided Them by the Liberty, But any attempts to take it away w;4 
infallibly joyn them. And when I conlider how much more the Roman Carhkclic;s 
will in all. probability want Liberty in after Raigns, then the Diſſenters in this, 
I am alſo led to Conclude, that they are not ſo ſecure in the Repeal of the Penal 
Laws and Teſts themſelves, as in their own Afoderatien in the uſe of the Liberty 
that follows : For a Parliament in after Raigns may eaſily return them, and worſe, 
if that can be, and will certainly do it, if they uſe their preſent oppertunity too 
Eagerly and Partially ; but nc Parliament will ever think ſo harſh a Conſtitution 
fitto be reviv'd, wtien the Moderation of the Gentlemen againſt whom it was 
made, hath proy' it Uſeleſs, Unreaſonable and Unſafe. This conſideration is 
a reciprocal Caution to Us, not 15 reiuſe them the Rights of Engliſh Men, and to 
Them, not to miſ-nſe them. Ard tince hitherto we ſeem not fo angry at the. 
Liberty, as at the Adarrer of its bcinz rronted 3 If we are lincere in this, we can- 
not refuſe the King in our own way, | mean, oy L-w. And in my Opinion, *tis a 
point paid, not to have this eaſe Prevar/o tim the Crown, as well as that ir 
ſhews the Kings ſexcerity beyond a douir, that if |» Sulicitous to affure ſo great a 
Good to us in our ow method. _ 

Let it not then be thought a Crime, that he does ſo, - or that he takes the next 
and plaineſt ways to diſcriminate Perſons for that end ; for if the Conſequence of 
his Endeavours were t5 ruin others for a Party, it might be thought Pacling in- 
deed ; but when '. is to open Exnclo/urc:;, and Level Intereſts, agd by Law, to ſe- 
cure Them trom the Ambition of one another, it ſeems to me to be Unpacking, jor 
th: Good of the Whele, that which hath beex ſo long Packet for the ſole Good of a Party. 
And truly,if we will yet /crzp!c the Sincerity of the Prince, I know not an eaſier 
and better way to aſſure our jeives, then by chnfing fuch Perſons to ſerve in Par- 
liament, whoſe Love and Sincerity for this Liberty we . have the greateſt Confi- 
dence in; For as that will certainly help to facilitate the Work, ſo where two 
Parties ſcem to conſpire one end, nothing diſcovers the Inſincerity of one ide, 
lize the Truth and Integrity of the other in perſuing it. Let us not then dillike 
Liverty 1a the Kings way, and refuſe it in our.--own, becaxſe he would make it his ; 
for that wouid juſtly queſtion our Truth and Charity, without which, our pte- 
tence of Religion or Safety is vain. 

We have heard it ſaid, that the Perſecution of the laſt Raign came from the Papilts, 
and ther fire we cannot expet they ſhould be ſincere for Liberty in this ; bat if thet wire 
tru?, (to ir could not be the Keman Carbolicks that: forc'd the late King to ca:cel 
tis Declaration for Liberty, or that co::2z7d the Diſſenters of a Law for it) yet . 
there is this vſe to be made of the Trick, that now the Roman Catholicks are for Li- 
bert;, the Church of England cannot, with any credit, be againſt it. 

On tie contrary, it ſhows, if they did Aove thoſe Storms of Pertecution, 18 
was io conſtrain the Diſienters to joy with them in the Repeal of the Laws that 
Tas Them, that fo they might be ailow?d to ſhare in the Calm : Pcepic are moſt 
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apt to ſee tle Nezeſlity and Benefit of Liberty by the want of it. 

It is a Misfortunz to be lamented, the Chxrch of England ſhould always be againſt 
Liberty, when the Court ts for tt, becauſe the Corrt, in her opinion, is not Sincere 
when at the ſame time, ſhe knows, 1t 1s at no time to be had without them : A way 
for poor Diſſeaters, never to hope for ſucha thing as Liberty of Conſcience at 
her hands - For without offering any Violence to the rules of Charity, ſhe ſeems 
£0 excuſe her empillingncſs by their Inſincerity. But with her favour, They muſt be 
fncere when their m_— will bave them ſo. And thoit is Imagin'd the Diflenter 
kas no other bottom for his Confidence and Conjunction then the Roman C atholicks 
Faith and Trath, *tis too mean an Inſinvatiou again his underſtagading, that I 
allure that Author is yet Good and Jealous enough, not to depend upon either the 
Comuncel of Treat, or the Thirty Nme Articles for his ſafety. By no means ; thoſe 
Spiritaal Morcgages, Folks give of their Souls, are too uncertain Securities about 
Worl{ly Matters, unleſs Men had, at leaft, a better Practice. Nothing, hu- 
manely ſpeaking, - fixes any Man like his Intereſt ; And tho this Agreement were 
only Hobſon's choice in Roman Catholick and Diſſenter, the ſ:curity 1s not the,]eſs : 
For what-ever be the Morality of any Party, 1f Iam ſure of them by the ſidE of 
Irereſt and Weceſſity, T will gever ſeck or value an Enſurazce by Oaths and Teſts. 
Imercſfis the choice Men Naturally make, aud Neceſſity compels Submiſſion from 
the unhappy Subjccts ef her Power. 

And tho ſome do Infinuate that better terms are to be hop*d from the Church 
. of Exglard hereafter, then now from the Roman Catholickr, 1 take leave to ſay, 
that it iS an «nwarrentable nſec of Providence, for them to neglett the preſent Cer- 
tain Overturces (tho they were the effects of Necellity) out of hopes the Churchof 
England will uſe them better, when ſhe !:25 Power, rot to do it, and not ro care: 
when all Parties ſhow their abuſe of Powrer in their turns, *tis reaſon enouzh to 
embrace the Benefit of Neceflity from the fir{t that offers : And nothing elſe, I 
fear, moves the Church of England ito promiſe ; And if ſo great a number inay lie 
under ſuch a Neceffity, a leſs number cannot but be under a greater, and that 1 
take to be the Roman Catholicks Caſe, and our Afſurance. 

If the Church of Exel.:zd conld ſecure the Diſſenters withont thet compliance 
ſhe fears, *rwere ſomethinz, if not, they are under an equal neceflity to accept 
what the Roman Cathelicks arennder to offer: And for this reaſon, I cannot but 
think her joyning in the Liberty more reaſonable, then their rcfaling it for her 
Take. If ſhe affects an Union, why ſhould ſhe uphold the fears of Diviiion ? 
Cuzht not the Diſſenters to ſiſpect her Integrity, in reiaſing a good Underitand- 
ins, in the very way that muft ſave thoſe ſhe would gain? And ince.ihe 15 ſure 
They wont twin Pap#s, how does ſhe loſe Them in this ay, in which "the 
can caly pretend to have Them, v3z. as Protestzzts;, for otherwiſt: they will as 

little conform to her. And If the Price of her Geod Wiil muſt be to upheld 
the Brad of her Condue, and 7eans of their own Ruin, It is what they can 
never give, aid licin Conſiience and Wildom fk<uld never asx. 
| n 
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And what ever 1s ſnsgeſted, it is toounwarily thonght of any, that the DiCl. 
ſenters intend only their ſecurity againſt the Power of the Church of England, 
"ts againFt the Sjirit of Ferſecution in all Churches, they muft all ſeek to be ſafe; thav 
which ſcever of them happens'to have the Government, the Reſt may be ſecure 
under it; Elſe,*tis bat ſhating one Door againſt an Evil, and opening an ather t9 let 
it in. If ſhe will plcaſe but to tell me what way fhe can ſecure the Dillenters againſt 
her own 44birjon,velicn one of her Communion Aſcends the Throne,l will under- 
take to tell her, kow Ske and the Difſenters may be /afe from the Langer of P9- 
pery in the Raign of a King of that Religion. For the Spirit of Perſecution being 
the /ame every where, it muſt have the ſame Remedy. She can't think we ought 
to Truit Her, That won't 1ruft, and That makes 7r»ſting Dangero:. 

And wtar-ever the Gentlemen of her Communion are pleas'd to ſugoeſt of 
the preſent good wineerZtancing, between the Roman Catholicks and Dillenters, to 
blow their incerefſt with the People, Men muft be greatly Impos'd upon, to 
Imagine the preſent Af:xity between them, can regard any thing but their com- 
mon Safcty ; and common Danger makes that every where reaſonable and neceſſa- 
ry. If this were not thecaſe, I ſhould hold my ſelf concern'd to a&t another. 
Part in this affair ; and if this be the caſe, it plainly anſwers all the Jealouſic an 1 
Ohjettion of the Times: For*®tis as lawful for them to joy» in this as in anx 
Scciety of Trade, and more reguifite. 1 lay, It can be no juſt Refleftion from 
the Church of Englazd, when they muſt be 11] read, that don't know, that ſhe 
is the Half-way Heuſe between the two Dilſleaters, and that the Proteſtant Diflen- 
ter i; a refine upou her, as fhe is upon the Church of Rome. So that tho it be 
true that they joy with the Papiſts, it 1s as true that it is or with Popery, but for 
Liberty, which the ſame Author tells us, is ſach a contradifion to Jnfallibility,hich 
is his dangeros Popery : Tho I muſt tell bim, I think it agreater ro Perſecute 
People upon a profelied fallible Principle. Let it ſatisfie that Gentleman and h's 
Followers, whoſe main drift, is Kallying Dillenters for relying on Komi(h Fai:h 
for ſecurity, that tho They joyn with Roman Catvelicks to get Liberty, They 
will :ru#+ Them, and every Body elſe, as little as they can to keep it, and leſs 
joy» with them to take it away. On the contrary, in caſe of ſuch attempts, ?ris 
reaſonable to believe they will ſooner unite wich the Church of Englazd to Pre- 
ſerve, what they now {© freely oppoſe Her to obtain. But it may be fiid, Ic 
Till then be too late, and trerefore now tos dangerews, to give that [nterest, in the mean 
while, ſo much Play and Progreſs. This were an Hazard indeed, if the Komar 
Catiolicks could de any thing then, that they cannot do now, or if the Diſſen- 
ters were to be leſs Numerous, leſs Sen{ible, or leſs Free and Able to reſent it. 

I cannot ſee how the Roman Catholicks can be in a better Condition to Hurt us, if 
the Diſſenters are not in a worſe to Help us. Certainly their Number muld 
have the odds. 

On the other hand, the Diſſenters under Perſecution, cando notking, and 


While the Liberty is Precarious they dare do nothing ; 1 that the way to reader 
. kom 
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them uſeful to oppoſe the Violence fear?d, is to make their Intereſt in the Liber }* 
ty Legal, as well ay that a Legal Freedom 1s the belt way to prevent all vieleng 
attempts in the Koman Catholicks. For when the Law ſupports their Joyat In» 7 
reſt, that will naturally 7oys and- lead Them to maintain the Law that defends #- 
it. 1 ſhall be heartily ſorry if the.Church of Ezgland cannot tell how to ven= 
tare her ſelf with thoſe under Liberty, who have liv'd ſo well with her »w#der + 
ber Perſecution: Tho, as I have faid before, there is »o 77a#7 in the caſe, ſince, 
therefore,a Law is defired,that we may not rely on ſo frail a Security : And where 
a Law puts all Parties upon ne Bottom, I cannot help thinking all Parties are ob« 
lig'd in Example and Izteres-carefully to preſerveit. And if we would bat 
reflet how much more Lew 1n all Ages hath preſery'd Mankind then Force, wetÞ 
would leſs argue the Inſecurity of Law ; but *tis utterly Inconliftant at a time, 
when we plead the Almightinc/s of preſent Laws for our Safety. "$1 

In ſhort, If ſhe only ſecks to be Safe, let her not refuſe the Security thay 
Others are ready to take, and if ſhedefires more, *tis an unhappy Inftance of hee 
love to Dominion, and they can never be ſafe that Grant it. Let her not then® 
be Ford but 17/;ſe ; and remember, that the Security is not deſtroy*d, but Chay 
and Enlargd : For from a Single, it becomes more then a Double Bond, and A 
that reject ſach a Security, cannot be thought ſincere in asking of any. But, þ 
that as it will, If we can but oace ſee A MAGNA CHART A for Liber 
ef Conſcience, Eftabliſn'd in theſe Kingdoms by the wiſfom of a Parliame 
They will be very Hardy, indeed, who Dare, at any time, Attempt to Shake # 
That has the Fealouſie, Unio® and Reſolution of ſo many Great, Serious and Wealtly 

Taterefts to ſupport It. - "= 
IT will not.ſfay, what this Charter ſhall be, for it does not become ime, ner is if 
yet time z but I dare ſay, that it may be, and in ſich terms too, asall Partie 
{hall find their Account : And unleſs that be the Reaſon why any will oppoſe 
It can neither miſs to be, nor to be kept ; and if ſuch a Difſenter be to be fon 
to this common Good, his oppolition makes him a Commen Enemy. I ſay, md 
-thing can oppoſe ſuch-a Charter, but State Religion, and that which can Govet 
thereſt, will Hzzard the reſt. A National Religion by Law, where it is not 
by Number and Iaclination, 152 National Nuſance ; for it will ever be matter# 
Strife. If ſhe ſecks to be Safe, but not to Rule, that which preſerves the ref 
ſecures her ;, If more is expected, "tis leſs reaſonable, in my opinion, for th 
Reſt to Sacrifice their Safety. to ker Authority, then only to ſubject ker Rule'@ 
tticir Security. 3 
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Licenſed February the 4th 1687. F 
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